INTRODUCTION

Recreational opportunities in and around the City d&lectric Cityare many and varied,
particularly those associated witlBanks LakeLake Rooseveland surroundingpubliclands
These activities helgustain andcan be encouraged to helgxpand the economic base of
the community by capitalizing on the available natural resourgegcreational opportunities
and beauty of the area tattract tourist/recreational activity.

This is thefirst City ofElectric CityParksand Recreation Plaffhe planning effort, which
began inMarch 205, isintended to assistthe Cityin identifying current and future needs,
and is required for eligibility to apply for grants awarded through th@&/ashington State
Recreation and Conservation OfficdRCO) This isone of the few grant funding sources
available for local parks projectsTheplanis also intended to reflecpartnerships withthe
Bureau of ReclamationWashington Departmens of Fish and Wildlife (VbFW and
Transportation (WSDOT)Washington State Parksand the Confederated Tribes of the
Colville ReservatiofCCTY)o utilize the myriad of opportunities for outdoor recreation in the
Electric Cityarea

STEAMBOAT ROCK STATE PARK
photo courtesy of Electric City

TheCity ofElectric CityParks and Recreation Planan inventory of theareds existing park
facilities, a determination of the community's needs and desires, and an identification of
projects that the City intendgso implement overa 20/earhorizon. The Plan includes a
summary of actions for project implementation and cost estimates including projected
sources of funding and support.

Evidence of adoption by the City is included in Attachment A and the S&dfrtification
Checklist in Attachment B.
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The primary purpose of the plasto:

1. Developa comprehensive approach to recreation planning that provides a basis for
prioritization of existing facilities and programs, and the development of future park
andrecreation programs, facilities, and land acquisition in a timely and logical manner
which best serves the citizens of the community and service area.

2. Establishlegislative policies and fiscal responsibility for the maintenance,
improvement, and expansion of the City's park and recreation facilities and
programs.

3. Establishpriorities for:
a. Capitalimprovements
b. Program development
c. Landacquisition/disposal
4. Usethe plan as a budgetary tool for the life of the plan.

5. Ensureconformance with federd and state policy requirements for shared revenues
and grant assistance.

Relationship to Electric City Comprehensive Plan

The Land Use Element of thElectric CityComprehensive Planadopted in2009, includes a

section on Open Space anBecreation. This section of the Land Use Element serves two

related purposes: (1) to identify the€ityd O OT ENOA AT A EiI T OOAT O 1T AOO«
and corridors, and scenic and natural resource lands, and (2) to clarify the broader functions

and benefits of theCity's open spaces. Open space, in this instance, includes resource lands,
greenbelts, wetlands, geologically hazardous areas and other areas covered underGiigd O

Resource Lands and Critical Areas Ordinar{@é€.10 ECMCAIl these areas contribute to the

Citys appearance but are not parks in the traditional sense.

The Open Space and Recreation section algmvides planninggoalswhich not only
encourage the retention of open space butncourage enhanced recreationalmportunities
for all users, additional public/private partnerships to create a sense of pride in community
owned facilities, and development of recreational trail systemThisParksand Recreation
Plandocumentis intended to reflect and build upon thosgoals and policieand

complement Electric Cityy GmprehensivePlan. Specifically, this plan identifiesommunity
needs and projects that are consistent with the Comprehensive Pk&eethe Electric City
Comprehensive Plafor more detail). The two documents are intended to complement, not
compete, with each other.
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Role of the Bureau of Reclamation

As a result ofconstruction of the Grand Coulee Dam anithe creation of Banks Lakethe
cornerstones of theColumbia Basin Project, the Bureau of Reclamatiacquiredownership
of much of theshoreline areaof Banks Lake and all waterfront propertyvithin Electric City
As the landowner, the Bureau has its own plans and regulations for development but has
shown the willingness to lease land in some areas and develop a variety of recreation
opportunities.

Environmental Characteristics

TheColumbia Plateaushaped by the huge Ice Age Floods,a senmarid region with four
distinct seasonsThe climate, soils andrrigation support alarge variety of crops. Until the
Columbia Basin Irrigation Project was conceived and constructed, very little could be grown
in the parched land that receives only 8 inches to 11 inches of precipitation annually in the
western and sauthern part, with only 1.0 inches to 1.5 inches of this precipitation coming in
the months of June through August.

In general, the climate in Electric City is mild and dry. In winter, the maritime influence is
strong because of the prevailing westerliesff the Pacific Ocean. The Rocky Mountains
shield the area from most of the arctic air masses that move down from Canada into the
Great Plains and eastern United States. During the summer, the temperate westerlies are
blocked by thermals, so that summer de are typically hot and dry. Extreme temperatures
commonly exceeding 100F in summer and reaching below OF in winter are experienced.
The difference between daily high and low temperatures varies from as little as BE5n
January to as much as 40n July. According to U. S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration records, the dry air results in a rapid temperature fall in the evening,
particularly noticeable in the early fall and late spring. The frefsée season is 140 to 160
days in lengthfrom late April to late September.

Electric City is strategically locatedn the shores of Banks Lake and liggthin 5to 60

minutes from numerous lakes, streams, roads, and traideoviding access for many forms of
outdoor recreation, including hunting fishing, camping, birding, boating, hikingnd biking.

The City also lies along the Coulee Corridor National Scenic Byway and on the Ice Age Floods
National Trail Figure 1 provides an aerial view of the Electric City area.
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Economic Characteristics

While economic activities in th&lectric Cityarea are primarily associated withetirement
and governmental services, an expanding tourism sector is playing a greater ralecal
businesses provide &mited range of services required bgrearesidents, and the traveling
public. Over the pastthree decades changes in agriculture andimited work on the Grand
CouleeDamand Columbia Basin Projegshave created an increasing reliance on recreation
to help diversifyeconomic activity in theElectric Cityarea.Coulee Playland, Sunbanks
Resort, Steamboat Rock State ParBureau campsites and other existing attractions all
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Social Characteristics

The 2A5American CommunitySurvey (ACS)count for Electric Citywas 1094individuals up
from 968 in 2010. Census datahows a gain of46 people between 2000 and2010 with an
increase of 126 persons from 2010 to 20IBe2015 ACS found the population w&99 male
and 585female. The age bracket with the highest populatiois the 60 to 64 age group, with
154 people while the smallest age bracket is thel® 24 age group with 17people. The
median age for theElectric Citywas49.3years, with830 people 20years or older,
approximately 24% oElectric Citg O BT DOl A QBkarsofiage OT AAO

The2015 AC#hdicated that Median Household Income ittlectric Cityis $3,997per annum
with 2.6% below poverty levelThe development, operation, and maintenance of
recreational facilitiesin the Electric City are@as primarily beera function of private parties,
the City of Grand and Town of Coulee DaWVashington State Parks and Fish & Wildlifand
the National Park Sergie and Bureau of Reclamation. With the City intending to develop its
first facilities, it is important to consider the demographic and social characteristics of the
community.

Planning Area Population Information

Figures2 and 3 below show population growth since1960for the City ofElectric City Moses
Lakeand Grant @unty. Electric Citys first official census in960indicated a population of

404. By19/0 the population hadgrown to 651and continued to increase to 927 in 1980he
2000 Censuscounted 922persons in the communityThe 2010 Census indicated a population
of 968 and the 2015 American Community Survey finding 1094 persisre recently, the
State Office of Financial Managemermstimated the April 2016oopulation atabout 10D
people.

Over the last40 years,Electric Cityhas been experiencing a declining share Gfrant

Countyd O D1 bBdbowth OHid 64 miles to the south,Moses Lakehas been gaining its

share.Moses Laké&s central location has been an attraction for large commercial

development including discount stores, while also being the central location for

governmental offices and serviceElectric Ciyf O OOAT AET ¢ O1 xAOA A OAAA
asa quiet and peaceful place to raise children or retire which will likely resulaicommunity

demanding morediverserecreational services, but with less revenue tevelop and

maintain those facilitiesThe development ofa multi-jurisdiction park district may bea

desirable solution as recreational demand increases

1 - US Census Bureau estimates, 2017.
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Figure 2. Population growth for the City of Electric City from 1969 to 2015
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PLANNING AND SERVICE AREAS

Since this park and recreation plan will be reviewed annually and updated every 6 years to

provide City ofElectric Cityofficials with a longterm framework for planning recreation

facilities expenditures, a distinction has been made between tidanning Areaand Service

Area4 EA DI ATTEI ¢ AOAA EO AOOAT OEAIT U OEA #EOUGC
Electric CityComprehensive Plan (as it exists or hereinafter amende®ee Figurel for map

of Planning Area.

For the sake of practicality and efficiencgs well as legallythe City does not desire to
develop recreational facilities outside of areas that are, or exped to be, incorporated.The
service aredsthat area which the majority of recreation facility users come front is
important to note that the City provides recreational facilities that are regularly used by
people whose property tax dollars do not cotribute to their operations and maintenance;
however, when unincorporated area residents and travelers spend their incometilectric
City, sales tax revenues do contributéalbeit proportional to the amount they spend)

Planning Area Description
Electric Cityis a rural community
located at the northern end of
Banks Lake in northerrGrant
County, WashingtonThe City is
situated just south of the City of .
Grand Coulee and the Grand Coulegis
Dam State Routel55, the Coulee
Corridor Scenic Byway, seeg as

main street andis the main northz i E‘?f_f,,"i/ S
south highway through northern P A
GrantCounty. Moses Lakds - R

approximately 64 miles to the L fagumsetonf *
south. The City, with an elevation of " 4
approximately 1,650feet above sea .
level, is bordered on thevest by
Banks Lake, to thenorth by the City
of Grand Coulee, and to the east anc
south by a mixture of undeveloped
public and private lands.

The City wadirst settled in the
> Y Y P Giiorgoiatdd in 1%0.
Because of the large fluctuation in

. , Figure 4. Planning Area
population due to the construction g Grant County GIS 2%17

and initial operation ofGrand
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CouleeDam,Electric Citylooks like a town that was at one time considerablyusier. There
are numerousvacant lots as well as lots with foundations anolder structures that have not
been removed. Some buildings are rundown and do not meairrent building codes. The
business district is spreadlong SR 15%ith very little continuity or singular identity.

Service Area Description

Electric Citys service area itocated innorthern Grantand Douglas Countiesouthern
Okanoganand northern Lincoln Countiesencompassing an area of approximate§25
square milesThe majority of the area is sparsely populated agricultuaid shrubsteppe
land, and includes not onlyElectric Cityand thetowns of Coulee DamCoulee Citynd Elmer
City and City of Grand Couldrit alsothe area within the bounday of the Grand Coulee
School District, the southern portion of the Nespelem School District and northgoortions
of the Almira, Wilbur and Couleélartline School DistrictsFigure5 depicts the service area.

o | =)

Figure 5. Service Area Map
US Census Tiger Data 2017
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A large portion of the area surroundindglectric Cityis under public ownership and
management through theBureau of ReclamationWashington State Department oNatural
Resource and State Parkand other state and federal agencieS.he area is a popular, four
season, recreation destination for hunters, fishenan, birders, campers, boatersand other
recreational usersMany of these recreationists return year after yeaotenjoy the wonders
of the area

Service Area Population Information

In addition to general population information, the development of a par&nd recreation

plan also needs to consider the demographic characteristics of the regional population.
Since there is a lack of detailed demographic data specific to the service area, the
information had to be extrapolated using information foiElectric Gy, Grand Coulee, Coulee
Dam, Elmer City, NespelenCoulee Cityand Census Blockata

The 20% population for the Service Area is estimated to be approximateby58persons
based on 2010 Census Block Group Population D#tés also estimated that approximately
18/0f that population is school age (i.e., €3, or approximately739children (percentage
estimate for Service Area assumed similar to percentages calculated for ith@rporated
communities within the Service fea). The 201&nroliment for the Grand Coulee Dam
School District school year wa438 students meaning another 301 school aged children live
in the adjoining school districts within the Service Area.

Usingan estimated population growth rate of 2%he following table was prepared to
generally project recreation needs based on population changes. Since there were no
projections available for schoeaged children, it was assumed that this percentage would
remain relatively constant at approximatelyl8wf the service area population.

Table 1. Service Area Population Projections

2015 | 2020 | 2025 | 2030 | 2035

Electric City Service Area Projections| 5758| 5873| 5991| 6110 6233

Estimated to be School Ag€hildren 1036/ 1057 1078 1100 1127

Estimated to be 65 or over 11524 117§ 1198 12221 1247
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OULEE PLAYLAND - BANKS LAKE
Photo courtesy of City of Electric City

Transient Population

The state Department of Transportatiolnnual Traffic Reporestimatesin 201%hat SR155
averages4400 vehicles per day through theelectric Cityarea. An assumption made for
planning purposes is that betweerm%and 10%f those vehicles stop irElectric Cityto

patronize restaurants, stores, service stationand recreatianal facilities. Another

assumption is that with the population density ever increasing in the Puget Sound region as
well as the greaterMoses Lakearea, more people seeking out the beauty, solitude and
relaxed pace of the life found in and arounBlectricCitywill choose to recreate here.

ELECTRIC CITY AREA PARK FACILITIES INVENTORY

This section contains an inventory of existing parks and other community recreational or
cultural facilitiesin the area Figure6 depicts the location of the major facilities owned
and/or maintained by the CityGrand Coulee&school DistrictBureau of ReclamationGrant
County Port District # 7Department of Natural Resources an8itate ParksThe School

$ E O O kaf fel@statrl oher nonwcity facilities are included because they prowdnultiple
opportunities for recreational, socialand cultural activities.These facilities are discussed in

the inventory.
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Coulee Playland

This isElectric Citys largest, and d present, onlypark. Itis situated on Bureau of

Reclamation property leased to the City which in turn leases the site to a private party that
has developed and operates the paror-profit. Coulee Playland features a campground, RV
sites, a playgroundand boat launch and moorage facilitiesThis parkhas been owned and
operated as a park area since January 1, 1954 when it was leased from the State Parks and
Recreation Commission to Electric City.

COULEE PLAYLAND
photo by Kurt E Danison

Coulee Playland Inventory 8.6 Acres

* Handicapped accessiblboat ramp * Tent facilities

* 2boat launchdocks * Fuel Station

* Moorage * Wifi

* Full hookup camp facilities * Picnictables/benches

* Full restroom with showers * Tackle/Merchandise Store

* Playground equipment * Vault Handicapped Accessible Toilets
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Other Public Recreation Facilities

There are also other recreation facilities within or near the community which provide varied
recreation opportunities for area residents. The following facilities, while not Gibtyvned or
operated, provide importantopportunities for recreation for Electric Cityarea residents and
visitors.

Steamboat Rock State Park

A 3,522-acre campingand open spaceark with 50,000feet of freshwater shoreline on
BanksLake. Thepark provides two campground areas, a large dayge area on sweeping

green lawns. A sandgwimming area and boat launcheshich make the area a favorite for
visitors. The park offers both green lawns and rocks for climbing including a large columnar,
basaltic rock with a surface area of 600 acres. There are miles of horse trails that are open
for day use. A hiking trail leads to Northrup Lake, a natural forest with water access open 24
hours a day.

Grand Coulee School District

TheGrand Coule&chool District offers numerous recreational facilities including:
gymnasiums (Elementary, Middle, and High Schools), several ball fields (soft ball, and
football), an outdoor basketball court,tennis courts,an outdoor % mile cushioned running
track, and a playground for elementary school age childreAll facilities ae located on the
recently completed campus in Coulee Dam.

Bureau of Reclamation

The BureauBoR)owns much of the waterfront in Electric City with Coulee Playland the only
developed recreational facility on BoR property. The BoR leases the ground to thg ®hich

in turn leases the ground to the private party that operates and maintains the facility.

North Dam Park

North Dam Park, which lies at the north end of Banks Lake a short distance from Electric
City, is owned and maintained by the City of Grand Gz The park features
baseball/softball fields, playground equipment, picnic areas, skate park and a unigue
windmill garden.

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
The Department of Fish and Wildlife maintaimesourcesadjoining and within a few miles of
the community for a variety of wildlife related uses.

Department of Natural Resources

TheDepartment of Natural Resourceswns and maintains several large tracts of land
adjoining and within a few miles of the communitfor a variety of wildlife, recreation and
agriculturalrelated uses.
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Banks Lake Golf Course

The 18-hole regulation length course opened i1985and features6,12Aards of golf from
the longest tees for a par of72 The course rating i§9.3and it hasa slope rating of115 A
driving rangewith 12tees is available.

MULE DEER
photo courtesy of Electric City

Northrup Canyon State Park

Northrup Canyonoffers a trail onan old roadbed whichaccesseshanginghabitat types as
one hikes into the steepwalled valley which holds the only native forest in Grant County.
The CanyorisaA E OA 1 T O Avitb @er DOA corhuag hosting Bald Eagles, and
numerous other birds such as the Norther®awwhet and Notthern PygmyOwls, Great
Horned, and Longeared owlshavingbeen reported here An interesting side trail traverses
the east canyon wall following the old AlmiraBridgeport wagon road.The Northup Canyon

trail is approximatelyseven miledong.

Sunbanks Resort

Sunbanks bBke Resori situated on ground leased from theDepartment of Natural
Resourcesis aunique destinationresort located on Banks Lakevithin the city limits of
Electric City. Sunbankghe onlyresort of its type in the region is situated on the27-mile

long of Banks Lake, a lake renowned for itetural scenic beauty for camping, watersports,
fishing, or any type of outdoor activity. Sunbankisas a wide array of accommodations from
villasand cabinsto tenting and RV sitess well as water related fadiies includingboat
moorage, launchand water sportsrentals. The resort also features opportunities for dry
land activities as well includingniniature golf, volley ball lawn areas and picnicking.
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